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ax"-as te sswiyaqa//, attested by EB, <6wéta kw toti:lta:I>, //7owdte k tal=C,a=]l=i-I=T-£1//,
['l've got nothing to think about./, syntactic analysis: vneg demonstrative article
understand[=?=]=go/come/get-purposeful control transitivizer-shdsj1ssh, attested by Deming,
<bwéta shxwlis kws axwesthdxes>, //Towdte sx"=li-s k”-s Tex"o=sT-axy-as//, /'There's nothing
that he hasto give me,, It'sfree.”, attested by Deming, <ewéta kwstam il kw'étslexw>, //7ewdte
k"=s=tém 7i-1 k’wdéc=l-ax"//, I'l saw (see) nothing."/, attested by Elders Meeting, <ewéta kwstams
sli:w>, /[tfewdte k"=s=tém-s s=li-w//, /'There's nothing in(side) it."/, attested by EB, <6wéta stams
salhtels>, //Towdte s=tém-s s=1&4tal-g//, /'He/She didn't have anything to eat.'/, attested by
Deming, ASM ['there's nobody, be nobody']; found in <6wéta>, //[?ewéte//, I'There's nobody./,
semantic environment ['examplein reply to a question meaning Is your grandfather in?], attested by
AC, example: <ewéta mé xwe'i>, //tewdte mé x"a=7i//, I'Nobody came./, attested by EB, <ewéte
kwstames lametl'éltl'elmet, etlh>, //?fewdts k"=s=t€ém-as|€=m-a &’al=C,aC,=maT, 7o-t4//, /'You
never get used to it, do you?/, literally /'Nobody ever gets used to it, does one?/, attested by EB,
<ewéta kw'étslexw te swiyeqe>, //Tawdte k’wdc=l-ax" to s=swiyaqga//, I'Nobody saw (see) the
man., Nothing saw the man./, attested by EB, <ewéta tewat kw'étslexwes te swiyeqe>, /[7owdte
to=wét k’wéc=l-aex"-as te sswiyage//, /'The man saw nobody."/, syntactic comment: tewét is who,
tewates is somebody, attested by Elders Meeting 3/29/77, <ewéte tewates>, //?ewdta to=wét=ag/,
I'nobody’/, attested by EB, <ewéta tewat il kw'étslexw>, //tewdte to=wét 7i-I k’wc=Il-ox"//, /'l
saw nobody./, attested by Elders Meeting 3/29/77, also <ewéta tewat |il kw'étslexw>, /[7owdte
to=wét li-l k’'wéc=l-ox"//, attested by Elders Meeting 3/29/77, <ewéte kw'ewat q'6q'ey>, //[Towdta
k’wa=wét q’a[=C,a=]y//, /'There's nobody sick./, attested by JL.
<wa:ta>, /[1éwa[-a-]=te//, CJ/'is there none?, isn't there any?/, phonology: vowel merger, syntactic
analysis: vneg[-interrogative affix-], syntactic comment: contains interrogative affix -e merging
with the root vowel before the =ta suffix, example: <wa:ta a sméyéth>, //wé te 7€ sméyae//,
['Have you got any meat?/, literaly /'l s there none, your meat?/, syntactic comment: thisisa
common type of construction in AC's speech, attested by AC.
<dwethelh>, ds//16wa=¢e-at or 76we-e-at//, CJ I'never did, he/she/they never did/, possibly <=th>
which seems to here mean ever or time (“it was not ever”, “there was no time that”), (<-eh>
past tense), syntactic analysis. vneg, attested by EB, AD, example: <dwethelhtsel>, //76we=¢-a1-c-
al/l, I'l never did.”, attested by EB, AD.
<xwewa>, ds //x"=1éwa=A¢&//, CJ/'not yet be, be not yet'/, (<a-ablaut> derivational), phonology:
ablaut, syntactic analysis: vneg, Salish cognate: Squamish /x"“aw?4ax"/ (be) not yet (the case)
K67:349, Songish /x"ew?é?/ (be not yet) M68; Sechelt and Pentlatch /x"& (be) not, no and
Mainland Comox /x"a?/ no show that the stressed vowel may be inherited from the plain negative
root (G82:23), example: <xwewachxw i:xw q'€'il:ém>, //x"=7ewé-c-x" 7i-x" q’a?il-dm//, I'You're
not old yet."/, phonology: hyperslow pronunciation adds length in two places, attested by AC,
<xwewatsel il alhtel>, //x"“=tewé-c-al -1 7€ttal//, I'l haven't eaten yet.'/, attested by Deming: MH,
<xwewa ismet'okw' thel tal>, //x"=7ewé ?i-s moe t’ak’w é-al t&l//, 'My mother hasn't come home
yet.'/, attested by EB, AD, <xwewa isdlits'>, //x"=7ew¢ ?i-s s=lic’//, I'lt's not yet full (fill).",
attested by AD, <xwewa lis xa:m>, //x"=1aw¢ li-sx¢-m//, I'He hasn't cried (cry) yet.", attested by
AD, <tsatsel tsgway, (xw)ewas |ép'ex.>, //c’€[=C,a=]l c=q"¢y (X"=)1ewa-Es |1dp’=axy//, ['lt's
very green, one doesn't eat it (yet)./, attested by Deming (esp. SJ5/3/79).
<xwewa:>, /Ix"=18we=A¢&-a//, CJ/'isn't s-0 yet?, isn't it yet?, hasn't s-0 yet?'/, phonology: vowel
merger, syntactic analysis. vneg-interrogative affix, example: <xwewa: is met'ékw' thel tal>,
IIx"=awé-a Ti-sme t’ak’w é-al t&l//, 'Hasn't my mother come home yet?/, attested by EB, AD,
<xwewa lis xa:m>, //x"=ewé-a li-sx&-m//, 'Hasn't he cried yet?, He hasn't cried yet./,
phonology: for AD here length on xwew&: to show interrogative is optional, attested by AD,



